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Some facts on the wall
 not one wall

 totally landowner driven

 100% landowner funded (20% refunded on application)

 entirely on private property as per survey and land titles

 replacing existing rock wall 
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Some facts on the wall
 up to about 10m of former ad-hoc rock works have been removed off 

public beach
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Some facts on the wall
 generally includes a rock toe 
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Some facts on the wall
 Crown Lands would not have given consent for works on public beach 
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Kicking the can down the road?
 putting off confronting a difficult issue or making an important decision

 really?

 CZMP was developed over many years and with extensive public 
consultation

 coastal protection works adopted management option for this beach

 upgraded existing works with more robust works further landward

 entirely on private property

 10m of rock removed off public land

 fixed the problem of progressive failure and debris each storm
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Eats into beach amenity?
 really?
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What wouldn’t be short sighted?
 “sterilise” (no new development)?

 won’t improve beach amenity, as existing uses and works remain

 property purchase? 
 too expensive:  20 × cost of protection, 100 × cost of public contribution to 

protection, 150 × typical annual NSW coastal management budget

 retreat (move owners out and make it a park)?
 no legal mechanism, nowhere to move

 requires  seawall to protect Pittwater Road

 massive beach nourishment?
 expensive, ongoing, impact on lagoon (flooding, WQ, ecology, recreation)
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Vertical wall
 greater sand loss?

 slower recovery from storms?
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Vertical wall
 “During storms, the beach profile in front of a wall retains about the same 

amount of sand (has about the same general shape) as a beach without a 
wall, because wave reflection does not appear to greatly influence overall 
profile shape”

 subject to peer review
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Musings
 vastly improves existing situation

 win for public and landowners

 improved beach amenity

 a success story of coastal management

 thoroughly connected to an understanding of coastal processes

 government put a ridiculous burden on landowners

 they achieved what government had not in 55 years
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Musings
 careful trusting an “expert” who does not know the details

 even “experts” have bias and agendas

 social media is a poor information source

 mainstream media is generally no better

NSW Coastal Conference 2022 Horton Coastal Engineering Pty Ltd 41



NSW Coastal Conference 2022 Horton Coastal Engineering Pty Ltd 42



Questions?
Peter Horton

Director and Principal Coastal Engineer

Horton Coastal Engineering

0407 012 538

peter@hortoncoastal.com.au
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